The island of Ireland gears up to welcome President Biden  

President Biden is to visit the island of Ireland in April and will spend time in his ancestral homes as well as in Dublin and Belfast.

Following the invitation from Taoiseach Leo Varadkar during his St Patrick’s Day visit to the White House, it has been confirmed that President Biden will visit the island of Ireland in April.

The President is very proud of his Irish roots and has famously said: “If you’re lucky enough to be Irish, you’re lucky enough.”

His ancestors hail from Ballina in County Mayo in the rugged west of the island and from Carlingford, County Louth in Ireland’s Ancient East.

Ballina has extended an invitation to the President and his wife, First Lady Dr Jill Biden. The small town is celebrating its 300th anniversary this year with a year-long programme of cultural events. 

Chair of Ballina 2023 Steering Group, Councillor Jarlath Munnelly said: “This is a momentous year for Ballina and we are proud to showcase Ballina with our exciting events programme. To have President Biden return to the town to join the celebrations would make it incredibly special. 
We are poised and prepared to host the President here in North Mayo with a very special public event as part of Ballina 2023.” 

The President is also expected to visit Dublin and Belfast, and it is thought that he would stay in the US ambassador’s residence in Phoenix Park on his visit to Dublin. Carlingford is also hoping to welcome “Cousin Joe”.

President Biden said recently “My Irish ancestry is part of my soul,” and he joins the thousands of Americans and others from across the world that have come to the island of Ireland to research their ancestry.

In fact, the 46th US President is actually the 23rd Commander in Chief to have roots on the island of Ireland, meaning that half of all Presidents in US history have come from Irish or Scotch-Irish stock.

Former President Bill Clinton and his wife, former US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and Chancellor of Queen's University Belfast, will also visit Northern Ireland in April to attend an international conference at the university to mark the 25th anniversary of the Good Friday Agreement. 

Northern Ireland has enjoyed a renaissance since the Good Friday Agreement marked the end of the “Troubles”. It is home to Titanic Belfast, voted the World’s Leading Tourist Attraction, and was also chosen as the main shoot location for Game of Thrones.  

It has the world’s only official Game of Thrones® Studio Tour experience, which is based at Linen Mill Studios in Banbridge. The exhibition was created in partnership with Warner Bros. Themed Entertainment.

Belfast has been named a UNESCO City of Music and over the next few years will deliver a series of high profile music events.

The second largest city in Northern Ireland, Derry~Londonderry has become famous worldwide in recent years as the star of Derry Girls. The hit sitcom is set in the historic walled city and now attracts fans of the show who want to have their own Derry Girl adventure. 
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