When Star Wars came to Ireland’s Wild Atlantic Way

For those using #StayHome to binge-watch the world’s most popular space saga, now is a good time to catch up on what it was like when Star Wars ventured onto Irish soil.

Dust down your light saber, lounge back in your stormtrooper pyjamas and prepare to feel the force of not just exciting science fiction drama, but the raw, elemental beauty of the Wild Atlantic Way.

When the Star Wars production team needed sublime scenery capable of transporting viewers to a galaxy far, far away, there was only one natural choice: Ireland. 

No amount of CGI could stand in for the stunning landscapes that feature in The Force Awakens and The Last Jedi, both of which spent a significant amount of time filming in the world of scenic wonder running down the country’s western seaboard.

The Star Wars encounter with the Wild Atlantic Way stretched from its most northerly point, Malin Head, in County Donegal, to locations in County Clare, County Cork and the rugged south-western section in County Kerry that takes in the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Skellig Michael.

This legendary island, situated eight miles off the Kerry coastline, first burst onto cinema screens when Rey finally tracked down the long-lost Luke Skywalker at the end of The Force Awakens. 

Originally home to a sixth-century settlement of monks who built the island’s distinctive stone beehive huts, Skellig Michael shone brightly on screen as the perfect end of the world refuge for Luke Skywalker. It went on to give the world the adorable porg creatures that inhabit the Star Wars universe, created from the island’s resident puffin population.

Ireland’s otherworldly landscapes made a lasting impression on the Star Wars cast and crew.

While filming in Kerry, where the native Irish language is still spoken, the production team took up residence in the village of Portmagee and soaked up the hospitality in the local hostelries and bars. Mark Hamill aka Luke Skywalker learned how to pour a pint of Guinness from the barman at The Moorings guesthouse.

When filming was complete, Foxy John’s, a pub in the fishing port of Dingle, which also doubles as a hardware store and bike shop, was chosen to host the wrap party.

On leaving Ireland, Lucasfilm took out a series of advertisements in various newspapers along the Wild Atlantic Way to thank the locals for their special welcome. 

Saying that the cast and crew had been captivated by the Wild Atlantic Way, the ads ended aptly with a phrase in Irish: “Go mbeidh an fórsa leat” – “May the force be with you”.
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