St. Columba?

St Columba is the patron of Derry/Londonderry.
Along with Patrick and Brigid, he was one of
three patron saints of medieval Ireland. He
almost became the patron saint of Scotland.

In Scottish and Irish Gaelic he is known as
Colmcille, ‘dove of the church’.

He was born into a powerful aristocratic family in
Donegal about 520. In 563 he founded a monastery on
the Scottish island of lona which became one of the
most important religious and cultural institutions in the
early Middle Ages. He and his followers founded many
other churches in Ireland, Scotland and the north of
England. He died about 593.

Cérbh é Naomh Colmcille?

Is é Colmcille éarlamh Dhoire. Le linn na Meanaoise
ba eisean, Padraig agus Brid tritir naomhphatrin na
hEireann. Is beag nach raibh sé ina éarlamh ag Albain

L
chomh maith. Ciallaionn Colmcille ‘colm na heaglaise’.

Ba de mhoruaisle Thir Chonaill Colmcille, agus rugadh é
i dtratha 520. Sa bhliain 563 bhunaigh sé mainistir oilean

{ in Albain. Bhi an mhainistir ar na haiteanna ba

thabhachtai i gcultdr agus i gcreideamh na Meanaoise
luaithe. Bhunaigh sé féin agus a lucht leanina moéran
eaglaisi eile in Eirinn, in Albain agus i dtuaisceart
Shasana. Fuair sé bas tuairim na bliana 593.

Getting Around the Trail...

The Trail starts at the ruins of St. Brecan’s in St Columb’s Park,
continues through Ebrington Square across the Peace Bridge
into Guildhall Square. This was once Port na Long (the Port of
Ships), the first station of the medieval pilgrims trail. Proceed
through Magazine Gate into the Walled City and up Magazine
Street to First Derry Presbyterian Church. Further up the street
and on the Walls is St. Augustine’s Church. From here the
Trail continues along the Walls along Stable Lane and through
Bishops Gate to Bishop Street Without and along Long Tower
Court leading to Long Tower Street arriving at Long Tower
Church. Return along Long Tower Court and Bishop Street
Within across London Street through New Gate onto Hawkins
Street, left onto Horace Street and Carlisle Road where
Carlisle Road Methodist Church is located.

For further information on getting to Derry~
Londonderry please visit : www.derryvisitor.com
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‘Is aire charaim Doire,
ar a reide, ar a gloine;

! aris lomlan aingel finn

on chinn co n-ice ar-oile.’

\§‘This is why I love Derry. It is so calm
“and bright. For it is full of white angels.
From one end to the other.’

St. Columba Trail
Sli Cholmcille

Derry, Ireland & Scotland
Doire, Eire & Alba

Sli Cholmcille (literally Colmcille’s Way) is a tourist
trail in Ireland and Scotland. It follows the story of St
Colmcille, or Columba, who took Christianity from
Ireland to the west of Scotland and beyond.

In Ireland the trail passes through stunning scenery in
Donegal, through Gleann Cholm Cille, Tory island and
Gartan, before it arrives in Columba’s city of Derry. In
Scotland, the trail passes through Dunadd, the royal
fortress of the Dal Riada, with their close links to Antrim,
and on to Columba’s monastery on lona. In the Outer
Hebrides, the trail explores the rich culture of an island
people with a love of Gaelic song, psalms and story.

Sli thuraséireachta in Eirinn agus in Albain is ea Sli
Cholmcille, n6 Columba. Leanann si scéal Naomh
Colmcille a thug an Chriostaiocht as Eirinn go césta
iarthar na hAlban agus chuig an iomad ait eile ina dhiaidh
sin.

In Eirinn téann an tsli tri ailleacht Thir Chonaill, tri
Ghleann Cholm Cille, Toraigh agus Gartan, né go
dtagann si a fhad le Doire Cholmcille. In Albain téann
an tsli tri Dhun Ad, an dun rioga ag Dél Riada, a raibh
baint mhoér acu le hAontroim, agus as sin go dti mainistir
Cholmcille in oilean . Sna hinse Ghall Amuigh, téann an
tsli sa téir ar dhuchas saibhir mhuintir na n-oilean,

a bhfuil cion mér acu ar amhrain, sailm agus
scéalaiocht Ghaeilge.

St. Columba & Derry

Derry is the only city on the trail. Here visitors follow a
medieval pilgrimage route. According to legend Columba
founded the monastery, and we know that his family

was associated with it. In the 12th century it became the
headquarters of all the Columban churches in Ireland.

By then the monastery had grown into a busy secular
and religious settlement known as Doire Cholmcille in
honour of its patron saint. The monastery survived in
various forms until the late 16th century, shortly before the
building of the walled city of Londonderry.

Tory Island
Qilean Thorai
Gartan &
Gleann [©
Cholm Cille [+

Derry~
Londonderry
Doire

Colmcille & Doire

Is € Doire Cholmcille an t-aon
chathair ar an tSli. Leanann
cuairteoirf anseo sli oilithreachta

de chuid na Meanaoise. De réir

an tseanchais, ba é Colmcille a
bhunaigh an mhainistir, agus ta

a fhios againn go raibh baint ag

a mhuintir éi. Sa 120 haois fuair
Mainistir Dhoire ceannas ar eaglaisi
Cholmcille uile in Eirinn. Faoin am seo, bhi baile mér
ann, idir chléir agus tuath, agus tugadh Doire Colmcille
mar ainm air in ondéir an naoimh. Mhair an mhainistir faoi
chruthanna éagsula go dti go mall sa 16U haois, achar
gairid sular tégadh Londondoire agus a ballai.

For more information on the trail and the life
of St. Columba visit: www.colmcille.org

)
o ==

g -
J ‘Outer Hebrides
y Innse Gall

-

______

ﬁ Portmahomack
, Port MoChalmaig

______

lona
Eilean |

_____

/"\,:Argyll
’ . Earra-Ghaidheal
7

______

“ Derry~Londonderry Doire :

Follow medieval pilgrimage trail. Lean sli oilithreachta de chuid na Meanaoise.

4 Gartan :

Visit

birthplace of St Columba. Tabhair cuairt ar ait bhreithe Naomh Colmcille.

= Sperrins and the Bann Sliabh Speirin & An Bhanna :
L The path of St Columba through 6th century kingdoms of Ulster. Lean casan Naomh Colmcille
tri riochtai Uladh de chuid an 6u haois.

Gleann Cholm Cille :

Centre of pilgrimage & cultural tourism. lonad oilithreachta & turasoireachta culturtha.

T Tory Island Oilean Thorai:

Early monuments & living folklore of Columba. Fothracha arsa & seanchas beo Cholmcille.

AN

Argyll

Earra-Ghaidheal :

Cradle of Gaelic Scotland and early kings. Duiche as ar thainig Gaeilge na hAlban, agus céad

rithe

na nAlbanach.

f lona Eilean|:
Columba’s main abbey, and modern centre of pilgrimage. Priomh-mhainistir Cholmcille, agus
ionad oilithreachta inniu.

@ Outer Hebrides Innse Gall :
Gaelic-speaking communities and medieval churches. Pobail labhartha Gaeilge agus teampaill de chuid
na meanaoise.

H Portmahomock Port MoChalmaig :

‘lona of the East’ in ancient Pictish heartland. ‘i an Oirthir’ i nduiche arsa na gCruithneach Dal Riata



Walking in the Footsteps of Pilgrims  aout the project

The trail links the walled city of Londonderry with the monastic city of Derry, he Solumoe Hertage Trall was commesioned
0 g . . . . . y the Churches Trust. as part of its contribution
and links the two sides of the River Foyle. It invites visitors to follow the to the eultural heritage and Iife of the City and to
steps of pilgrims through the medieval city, and celebrates the Christian celebrate City of Culture. A soulpture of the
0 0 g g Saint, by artist Niall Bruton, is located in St
herltage Of the Clty Wlth Vlsual arts. Columb’s Park at the start of the trail. He is

depicted releasing a Dove the symbol of Peace,
which has been adopted as the trail’s logo. Look
out for bronze sculptures of the Dove and other
public artworks by Eleanor Wheeler as you
journey along the trail. See if you can spot

all of them!

The Trail seeks to provide a platform to invite
the citizens of this wonderful place and
visitors to come together to explore

their respective heritages.

It is significant therefore that the project reaches
across the city, to the communities both east
and west, symbolizing a city moving forward
together.

For full directions and guidance
around the trail - See map overleaf.
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SAT NAV : BT47 6JY SAT NAV : BT48 6HY SAT NAV : BT48 6PS SAT NAV : BT48 6JG e ~—— SAT NAV : BT48 6JP
St Brecan'’s is the only surviving medieval church There has been a Presbyterian church here Modern scholarship suggests that this is the site In the 12th century the Abbot of Derry became Methodism came to Londonderry in the late 18th
in Derry/Londonderry. The present ruins are 16th since 1690 when Presbyterians received a grant of the 6th century monastery of Derry. The early head of the Churches of St Columba in Ireland. century, and the founder of Methodism, John
century but the site was in use from at least from Queen Mary in recognition of their part in monastery had close links with lona. In the 13th He built the great Teampall Mér (Templemore) Wesley visited the city on four occasions. The
the 12th century and probably for a lot longer. defending the city during the siege of 1689. century the monks became part of the order with its round tower in this vicinity. The Long first Methodist meeting house was on Magazine
Little is known about St. Brecan except that The present building dates from 1780 and was of St Augustine, giving the church its modern Tower Church was built on this site in the 1780s, Street and there were two others within the city
he is said to have founded his church here re-opened in 2011 following a major restoration. name. The present church was built in 1872, and greatly enlarged in the 19th and early 20th walls. The present church opened in 1903.
at Cluain |, a name which survives in the To follow the trail, proceed up Magazine Street and the church is a parish of the Church of centuries. The St Columba’s Heritage Centre
form Clooney. Proceed across the Peace to St Augustine’s. Ireland Diocese of Derry and Raphoe. From here opens here in 2013.
Bridge to the walled city. the trail continues along the walls across Stable
T Lane to Bishop’s Gate. Go down Bishop Street
ity Without and take Long Tower Court to the Long
0 Tower Church.

Other Sites of Interest...

The Peace Bridge / Guildhall St Columb’s Well
Square / Port na Long

St Columb’s Cathedral

SAT NAV : BT48 6L.Z

St Columb’s Well, with its 19th
century cast-iron pump, is the
sole survivor of the three ‘holy
wells’ (dedicated respectively

SAT NAV : BT48 6RQ

St Columb’s Church of
Ireland Cathedral was
built in 1633 by the
City of London. Cecil

SAT NAV : BT48 6DQ

The heritage trail crosses the
Foyle on the Peace Bridge
which links the two sides of the

city. The Medieval pilgrimage to Saints Columba, Adhamhnan and Martin) known Francis Alexander, writer

started from Port na Long, to have been located in this vicinity since medieval of ‘There is a Green

or ‘Ships Port’ at the modern times. To visit the site go through Butchers Gate on Hill Far Away’, was the wife of the bishop of Derry.
Shipguay Place and Guild Magazine St. onto Fahan Street. At the bottom of The Cathedral was built on the site of a medieval
Hall. It finished where the Long the hill take a left onto St. Columb’s Wells St. half Cisterician Priory.

Tower Church now stands. To follow the trail pass way along between the terraced houses is the

through Magazine Gate, and proceed up Magazine site of the Well.

Street past the Tower Museum towards First Derry.

Visit the St. Columba Heritage Trail website: www.stcolumbaheritagetrail.org
For more information St. Columba in Ireland and Scotland visit: www.colmcille.org



