Celebrating the island of Ireland’s female flair

Women across the island of Ireland are at the helm of some of the most innovative and successful tourism experiences on offer. 

With International Women’s Day on the horizon (8 March), it is timely to celebrate some of the talented women who are helping to make the island of Ireland a premier tourist attraction.

Female talent is playing a key role in making the island of Ireland a go-to destination for lovers of fine food. 

In County Cork, Ballymaloe Cookery School welcomes hundreds of visitors each year. Best-selling author of multiple cookery books and television presenter, Rachel Allen, graduated from the cookery school and now teaches there regularly. She is a well-known figure in the food world and has also designed a successful range of home and tableware with Tipperary Crystal.

Another shining star in the culinary sphere is Clare Smyth, who became the first British female chef to win three Michelin stars and also received the World’s Best Female Chef Award by the World’s 50 Best Restaurants. Her passion for fine food and nature was inspired by growing up on a farm in County Antrim. In 2017, she opened Core, a fine-dining restaurant in London, which has won multiple awards.

In honour of her exceptional contribution to the Irish Food & Tourism Industry, Olivia Duff of the Headfort Arms Hotel, County Meath, received the prestigious Restaurants Association of Ireland annual Mike Butt Award. The respected hotelier, who is renowned for her innovative ideas, has been a huge supporter of local food and drink producers and has been involved with the award-winning Boyne Valley Food Flavours campaign since its initiation. With her husband, Olivia also runs a sustainable farm.

Deirdre McGlone is another outstanding hotelier. She played a pivotal role in the development of the multi-award-winning Harvey’s Point Hotel in County Donegal. Deirdre is also a member of the Tourism Leaders Group, set up to help shape government policy to 2025. 

The walled city of Derry~Londonderry added another must-see to its list when writer Lisa McGee put it on the world map with her phenomenally successful TV comedy Derry Girls. Lisa wrote many of the scenes based on her own experience of growing up in the 1990s in Northern Ireland and the sitcom now has a world-wide fan base. A mural in the city created by UV Arts, featuring the programme’s five main characters, is now one of the city’s most visited sights.
  
Designers such as Orla Kiely and Louise Kennedy have drawn international attention for their fabulous designs, raising the profile of Irish couture. Louise’s ready-to-wear collection can be seen in her Dublin flagship store at 56 Merrion Square in the heart of historic Georgian Dublin and at the city’s famous Brown Thomas Store.
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