Five epic road trips on the island of Ireland


Hop behind the wheel on the island of Ireland and follow the road to a boot-full of happy memories. 

Ireland’s excellent roads, compact size and ability to throw up breathtaking scenery at every turn make it the ideal destination for driving holidays. 

Try one – or all – of these five driving routes where ‘epic’ is pretty much guaranteed.

The Wild Atlantic Way
Stretching from County Donegal to County Cork, the 2,500 km Wild Atlantic Way is an amazing driving destination where rugged beauty, heaving seas, quiet beaches and towering cliffs are complemented by authentic Irish traditions and culture. Whether you drive the world's longest defined coastal touring route from end-to-end, or dip into sections of it as the mood strikes, it's going to be a once-in-a-lifetime experience.

The Causeway Coastal Route
Regarded as one of the most scenic drives in the world, the breathtaking Causeway Coastal Route winds from Belfast to the historic walled city of Derry~Londonderry through 190 km of blissful panoramas. You’ll find picture-postcard villages, golden beaches, ancient castles and a host of Game of Thrones film locations along the way. The famous Giant's Causeway is a sight to behold and other must-see landmarks include the Old Bushmills Distillery, Dunluce Castle and Carrick-a-Rede rope bridge. 

The Celtic Coast
The Celtic Coast is a drive like no other in Ireland’s Ancient East. The route takes you on a history-rich journey through serene monasteries, Viking cities, Titanic towns, stunning stately homes and plenty of cliffs, harbours and beaches. Covering counties Wicklow, Wexford, Waterford and Cork, the many must-see stops include Glendalough, the JFK Homestead, and Titanic's final port of call, Cobh.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Sperrin Mountains
Road-trippers should plan in Northern Ireland’s largest mountain range, praised by National Geographic for their “wild beauty, ideal trails and dreamy villages” in its list of the Top 101 Scenic Drives in the World. Choose from four spectacular routes through County Tyrone and County Londonderry. There are ancient monuments galore, and don’t miss Slieve Gullion, offering excellent views over Lough Neagh, the Antrim hills and the majestic Mourne Mountains.

The Burren Beauty
The lunar landscape of the Burren extends over 350 square kilometres and most of it is bare, pale grey limestone. A delight to drive through, with many potential stops – Ailwee Cave, Poulnabrone dolmen, the Burren Perfumery and Caherconnell Stone Fort and more. A full circuit of 83 km starts at Kilfenora, or a shorter option is the coastal route leaving Ballyvaughan.
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