Wall-to-wall music at the City of Derry Jazz Festival

Northern Ireland’s historic walled city, Derry~Londonderry, will be in full swing when the annual jazz festival strikes up. 

The City of Derry Jazz and Big Band Festival is the biggest jazz festival on the island of Ireland, attracting over 70,000 people to enjoy the packed programme of events running over five days (27 April –1 May).  

This year’s festival will feature hundreds of top artists from around the world as well as homegrown talent, who will play across the city in over 65 venues.

Among the popular acts returning to the festival are Mission Impossible, Luke Thomas & The Swing Cats, The Jiveoholics, and the Red Stripe Band.

Three jazz hubs in the city – Bennigan’s Bar, The Playhouse and The Great Hall, Magee – will host renowned artists such as Phil Robson, Hannes Riepler, Meilana Gillard, Paul McIntyre, Michael Barkley and Gene Calderazzo.

Lots of the performances will be alfresco, enlivening the streets of the city with rhythm and melody.

Outdoor highlights include a talent showcase in the historic Guildhall Square, live music in the Craft Village and fabulous street performances from festival regulars the Jaydee, Boom Strutt, and Hyde Park and Back Chat brass bands.

The festival also features opportunities to go beyond spectating and join in the fun. On Saturday 29 April, the DLD Second Line Parade invites musicians, dancers and anyone who wants to be involved to join in a musical parade through the city. 

A number of masterclasses, workshops and dance classes will focus on mastering woodwind and brass instruments and perfecting those jazz dance moves.  

And as many of the performances are free, the festival is accessible to everyone.

In between enjoying the festival events, it is well worth taking time to explore what else Derry~Londonderry has to offer.

It is one of the finest examples of a walled city in Europe and a tour of its 400-year-old walls is a must.

Take a walk across the impressive Peace Bridge and admire its symbolism of reconciliation and dip into the city’s rich history in one of its many museums.

Or why not head for the Walled City Brewery to sample some craft beer and locally sourced food in its award-winning Kitchen restaurant. A great way to fuel up before the next jazz session. 
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