Artists leave their mark across colourful Cork city

New street art installations and lovingly restored heritage buildings add new dimensions to Ireland’s second city, Cork.

Compact, friendly, and home to a myriad of quirky museums, taste sensations and historic sites, Cork has a multitude of experiences to offer the visitor.

The cosmopolitan city in Ireland’s Ancient East is famous for its nineteenth-century gaol visitor centre, French-gothic cathedral, bustling English market and the many festivals that it hosts throughout the year.

An exciting new addition to Cork’s attractions is a self-guided walking tour of seven new installations created by Ireland’s top contemporary street artists.

Under an initiative called Ardú – the Irish for ‘Rise’ – the much lauded street art is a rallying cry to the city as, with the rest of the world, it emerges from the restrictions necessitated by the pandemic. Injecting a burst of colour and vibrancy into the city streets, Ardú is a celebration of Cork’s traditions, history and resolution.

The murals by Aches, Deirdre Breen, Maser, James Earley, Peter Martin, Shane O’Driscoll and Garreth Joyce grace walls across the city. 

From the screen printing-inspired technique of Deirdre Breen, whose geometric design graces a historic building at Wandesford Quay, to Peter Martin’s gentle mural of a man fishing in the River Lee and Aches’ colourful hurler in motion, the murals breathe new life into old buildings and have been enthusiastically welcomed by the locals.

An audio tour of the installations, giving an insight into the inspiration and techniques of each artist, is available to download as is a map showing the location of each piece. 

A wander through Cork’s undulating streets should also include a visit to Nano Nagle Place, an unexpected oasis in the centre of the city.

The collection of listed buildings, once a school and convent, have been beautifully regenerated and now house a museum, heritage centre, secluded gardens, a wonderful cafe, and design and gift shops. 

The state-of-the-art heritage centre tells the extraordinary story of eighteenth-century Cork city and how the nun, Nano Nagle, worked tirelessly to educate the poor of the city. 

You can take a virtual tour of the site here.

After touring the site and its wonderful exhibitions be sure to stop at the Good Day Deli overlooking the lush gardens to enjoy a delicious meal. The award-winning cafe serves a mix of healthy, local, seasonal, organic and fair trade foods with a commitment to sustainability.
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