Step into the Stone Age at Brú na Bóinne’s new visitor experience 

A new €4.5m state-of-the-art visitor experience has opened at Brú na Bóinne Visitor Centre, the entry point to Ireland’s renowned Neolithic passage tomb complexes.

Brú na Bóinne in County Meath, Ireland, is one of the most mesmerising sites in Ireland’s Ancient East. A UNESCO World Heritage Site spanning 3,300 hectares, it contains many outstanding archaeological features, notably ancient passage tombs and amazing megalithic art.

A recently opened interactive experience in the visitor centre tells the story of the construction of Brú na Bóinne’s most famous Neolithic passage tomb, Newgrange. 

Considered to be one of the most important and impressive prehistoric monuments in Europe and one of Ireland’s greatest cultural gems, the 5,000-year-old passage tomb – built before Stonehenge or the Great Pyramid of Giza – is particularly famous for its annual winter solstice alignment and has attracted millions of visitors over the years. 

The new sensory visitor experience takes you back to Neolithic times on a river walk through an immersive video corridor. The video walls bring you into the heart of a forested landscape where you hear the animals and catch glimpses of them running by and where the story of how people lived 5,000 years ago unfolds. 

New information on the archaeological landscape around Newgrange is also brought to life for the first time. This includes facts about a large ceremonial enclosure, discovered in 2018 by drone cameras that captured the image of a cropmark in farmland during the summer drought.

The updated exhibition takes a detailed look at the area's fascinating Neolithic artwork, and there is an innovative touch and share section in the area that represents the burial chamber in the centre of the tomb. Here, big screens present a creative response to the megalithic art through trancelike sounds and imagery.

With the opening of the revamped visitor’s centre, Brú na Bóinne has become an even more fascinating window into Ireland’s ancient past.

Yet, the visitor centre is just the first part of the whole Brú na Bóinne experience. From there, you can take a guided tour to see the monuments of Newgrange and Knowth. 

Enthusiastic guides will explain the extraordinary history of the tombs, the possible meaning of the art inscribed on kerbstones and entrance stones and the significance of Newgrange’s alignment to the rising sun on the winter solstice.
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