VIKINGFEST 2018
PRESS RELEASE

VikingFest celebrates the cultural and historic impact of the Vikings on the island of Ireland.

The festival is a four day celebration of Viking Culture, happening over the Easter weekend in Dublin & Waterford, two Irish cities with strong Viking roots, from the 30th of March - 2nd of April.

The highlight of VikingFest is a live outdoor spectacle with the Follow the Vikings audio visual and theatrical performance on Saturday, 31 March at the historic Wood Quay amphitheatre and traveling to the Apple Market in Waterford on Easter Monday. The creative narrative of the show uses the life and times of Icelandic warrior poet Egill Skallagrímsson as inspiration. 

In Dublin, this unmissable festival of Viking heritage will centre on Dublinia, the Viking interpretation centre in the heart of Dublin’s old city. The festival will include Living History demonstrations and Viking ships moored and on display in Wood Quay, the site of the original Viking settlement. Viking warriors will be on hand to tell you all about Viking life and the sea.

In Waterford re-enactors will recreate the Viking era with over 50 events - a Viking village, a forge making metal arrowheads and lovely jewellery, shieldwall battles, weapon-handing demonstrations, archery, coin-minting, craftwork of all kinds, Viking food etc. Firebreathing stilt-walking drummers from Spain will perform at the Dragon Slayer Sword the world’s longest wood sculpture in Baileys New Street.  

The family-friendly participative Festival will have a very strong international character linking it with Viking sites and attractions and re-enactor groups across Europe.  From Norway comes the actor – who features as King Reginald in the Museum’s award-winning Virtual Reality Adventure – telling stories in Reginald’s Tower, the only monument in Ireland named in honour of a Viking.  All the way from Iceland comes a hilarious show Icelandic Sagas the Greatest Hits.  The Festival will have a high level of audience and community participation – workshops with local teenage dancers and drummers and makeup students. 
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Follow the Vikings images at this link: https://we.tl/Vump5nNLcq
Dublin promo video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=31&v=KGstk7Tn-TQ
Dublinia images at this link: https://we.tl/zEkc4XhLyl
 


