Sláinte to Ireland’s first permanent alcohol-free bar 

Located in the heart of Dublin, The Virgin Mary has become Ireland’s first permanent alcohol-free bar. 

With all the look, taste and buzz of a traditional pub – it even has its own snug – Ireland’s first permanent alcohol-free bar is doing a roaring trade on Dublin’s Capel Street.

The innovative bar is a stand-out feature on one of the capital’s most vibrant and diverse streets, with an array of vibrant new cafés, pubs and restaurants all nearby.

Serving an extensive range of cocktails, wines, beers and mixed drinks, The Virgin Mary beverages all have one thing in common – zero per cent alcohol.

And it is an approach that is getting noticed. Having been opened just a few weeks, The Virgin Mary has already been shortlisted as a finalist in the Innovative Bar of the Year category in Ireland’s Bar of the Year Awards. Now in their twelfth year, these are the premium awards for the licensed trade in Ireland and The Virgin Mary will hear on 19 August if it has managed to top the category.

The Virgin Mary, named after the world’s most popular alcohol-free cocktail, naturally has its own signature version of the drink, made with freshly pressed tomato and lime juices, Scarlet hot sauce (made in Dublin with Irish-grown chillies), a special blend of spices, and served with a pickle.

The bar’s cocktail list includes a pomegranate, hibiscus and black cardamom drink called Tiki Street, and a date, oat milk and tahini blend called Dessert Anyone?

The Virgin Mary also has an array of alcohol-free beers such as Mikkeler from Denmark, de-alcoholised wines such as Natureo from Spain, alcohol-free spirits like Ceder’s from the UK, Silk Tree from Ireland and even nitro coffee on tap made using Braxzz alcohol-free porter. 

Perfect for people who don't drink, those who sometimes don’t drink and anyone looking for a different kind of night out, the smaller-scale venue creates an intimate and welcoming environment where everybody really does know your name. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]At the helm is Anna Walsh, who honed her craft at prestigious bars in Cork and Dublin and has represented Ireland many times at international cocktail events. Her exciting menu of original alcohol-free cocktails are crafted with the same love, detail and balance as liquor based varieties. 

The idea for the bar arose from the growing popularity of non-alcoholic cocktails and craft beers, and a desire to offer non-drinkers a space in which to socialise without being exposed to alcohol.

In a city that loves to be social, it could be time to lose the booze and keep the craic at The Virgin Mary.

www.ireland.com



